Regulation of circulating parathyroid hormone levels: normal physiology and consequences in disorders of mineral metabolism.
A review of the chemistry, the biosynthesis, the regulation of the secretion and the metabolism of parathyroid hormone (PTH) provides a background to problems related to the determination of immunoreactive PTH levels in the blood of normal subjects and of patients suffering from disorders of mineral metabolism. Immunoreactive PTH measurements have to be interpreted in the light of the immunoheterogeneity encountered and the occurrence of several circulating PTH species with different molecular weights and immunological properties.